BRISTOL TOWNSHIP :

Red Cross shelter

_The federal funds account for.

nearly a quarter of the shelter’s

$1.1 million biadget. -

By JO CIAVAGLIA - ..
COURIER TIMES® - -

Presidetit run the world.
-So she

dressed up in her leopard-pfhft
shirtandab]ackskirtwithﬂ:ematching

shelter; more than hajg
- about the size of thmeChﬂdFen’
Most were at their jobs during

- Jeopard-print hem, Clipped a gold bow pin
"to her:shirt. A smudge of orange lipstick
clung to her lips, . B T

It's not every day that someone like -
.Bucks County  Congressman . Jim_ :

L .+ -Greenwood, R, visits the Red Cross =
_ S " ‘Homeless “Shelter
.. Amber Sanctiez heard: that a congres: ) i
man'was coniing to'see where shé lived ang -
- hehadabig urprise. The I‘S-Year-qldlmow_r's:
congressmen are _important-people.':.'l‘hey-_.
work in Washington, DC. They help the

So not d;o_ng Algtl’)tgr :
. Greenwood arrived Yesterday, er:.
.turned tour guide, leading him and a half.
dozen other suit-and-tie dignitaries through .
‘her hg;ne. Shtteh hasgt livetlil here long, but -
-already knows the place well, = _
‘She showed him the playroom where she
- and other kids bui donemomhoussusing_
the interdocking block mats, She showedhix_n

:  different ¢ alot, she’s attendeq eight
- she has lived i 5 homeless shéjfor

schools; but this is thy first time
“Yeah, T made a lot of ﬁ'iends"aSked
of. yesterday, 79 Deople lived at the
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get priority, people w1thout chﬂdren
must wait.
- “That’s tough,” Greenwood said.

| 'This time of year, the shelter usufls
accepts up to 85 people, but bu tcuts
forced them to reduce beds an Iay oﬁ‘
staff. Residents ‘without ¢hj
cally stay three to six months;
stay six to 12 months because thit's how
long it takes toget a-Section 8 federal.
subsidized housihg certificate.

Shelter: Gmenwood sectres

* of Bucks’ only 24-hour, ﬁl]l-semce home-

+:1ess shelter: His first visit was last April, -
“when he learned about the financial-
plight the shelter and its residents face -
‘with cuts in government and. private
“declining donations and’
;ll;nciased competition . for avallable; :

4n ‘the shelter’s play area to
{ince he secured $200,000 in federal

grantinoney for the shelter: The Hohiey -

Aftér his latest tour, Greenwood'
T StOOd{

Yaterdayissheltertwrwasﬂleseoond ]
o helteqprpgramsaﬁ‘ectedbycuts e

represents nearly a quarter of thé shel- )

“It'sthatlong?” Greenwood said, “Wow!”  ter’s annuial $1.1'million budget.

~The funds will cover: three crltléall'-"

$200 000 federal grant

B An mtenswe case manggement pm- .
‘gram that works. with'clients to:resolve -

- - behaviors that led thein:tb homéless-

_mess-to help them: become self-suffi: -
cient, Dennis said. About 10 pércent to™.

- 12-pércent of the.more than 200 adults:.
who stay at the shelter each year retiirn.
B A transportation . -program, which-
will allow the shelterto hire more dii- -

vers to transport residents 1o and from

: Jobs and other appomtments The sex-

. vices used fo be available 24 hours a

day; now they are availdable only umtila1 *-

“pm., which hurts third-shift workers. .
- M Additional mental health 0T

. mdentsnenmsmteaumtsopacent]

-:whattheco

- of. residents have mental health issies,

“to learn about what congréssmen do,
“when shehad to leave, But the chance to

" meet Someone like Greenwood was still

exciting, Amber added. -
“I've never met someone from DC.

before,” she smd.
* Greenwood represents the residents of Bucks.

-and Upper Morgland
-1wo wards:

o.Cjavagliareédn

. Amber didn’t completely understand -
did in gettingthe *
fundmg In school, she was just starting

County,.some d’rstncts of Abington, Upper Dublin
: Montgomery County.and

. eached at 21 5-949-41 81or/
;clavaglla@ehlllyBurbs com. o



